REVOLUTION AGAIN AVERTED, 1926
offin the middle of sentences. The Bishops' appeal, for example,
faded out with: 'from the human point of view. . . .*
The Daily Mail represented the extreme middle-class reaction
to the strike. On May 3rd it came out with headlines: The
Pistol at the Nation's Head', cGreat Menace to Free Press'. The
editorial, headed Tor King and Country' (the Daily Mail's
slogan), declared that 'A general strike is not an industrial dis-
pute. It is a revolutionary movement intended to inflict suffering
upon the great mass of innocent persons in the community and
thereby to put possible constraint on the government. . . . This
being so, it cannot be tolerated by any civilized government,
and must be dealt with by every resource at the disposal of the
community. . . . We do not wish to say anything hard about the
miners. As to their leaders, all we need say at the moment is
that some of them are (and have openly declared themselves)
under the influence of people who mean no good to this coun-
try.' This last phrase was aimed particularly at the Miners'
Union secretary, A. J. Cook, who was popularly supposed to be
the reddest of Reds.
On March 5th, in a leader headed 'No Fumbling', the Daily
Mail quoted Wordsworth:
'We must be free or die, who speak the tongue
That Shakespeare spake: the faith and morals hold
Which Milton held.'
And again, on March 6th:
cTis well! from this day forward we shall know
That in ourselves our'safety must be sought:
That by our own right hand it must be wrought,
That we must stand unpropped or be laid low.
O dastard, whom such foretaste doth not cheer!'
The well-to-do and the un-unionized lower-middle classes
stood 'unpropped' fairly comfortably, with the help of emer-
gency transport organizations, for the nine days that the strike
lasted. They rallied to volunteer services as they had rallied
during the war; for the B.B.C., which by now had-about
2,000,000 regular listeners, and the Law-and-Order Press, were
persuading them to stand firm and to 'do their bit'.
On May 8th Sir John Simon, former Attorney-General and
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